42      THE CHILD'S KNOWLEDGE OF GOD

is of Isaac bound upon the altar, his father standing
by, knife in hand, maybe seizing him by the throat.
The sympathies of young children are at once attracted
to Isaac by the natural bond which is always operative
between young people. So much so is this the case
that it is no exaggeration to say that for the time
being many of them are Isaac. They start with him
on the journey and with him climb the mountain,
and eventually the knife is held above them.

Anyone who has visited a school where the imagina-
tion is being trained on modern lines and has heard
one of the pupils recite such a poem as " Wynken,
Blynken and Nod," must have been greatly struck
by the vividness of the imagination displayed, and
profoundly impressed by its obvious powers for good
or evil according to the presentation before it of
beneficent or harmful subjects. The present writer
will never forget hearing a little girl of six in the
school of one of our very poorest parishes in Man-
chester recite this poem. She threw .her little arms
to the skies as she gazed, gently leaning forward
and upwards on her toes, or reclined her head on her
little hands as she bent her body sideways towards
an attitude of sleep, living, with other appropriate
action, every syllable of the poem. One was im-
pelled to think that had Shakespeare visited our
schools of to-day he could not have failed to add a
little child to his list of those who

" Are of imagination all compact."

Yet how mistaken we should be if we thought that
the exercise of the imagination so trained could be
limited to the moments when poems are recited.